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Women and children are often in great danger in the place where they should be safest: within their families. 
For many, 'home' is where they face a regime of terror and violence at the hands of somebody close to them  
somebody they should be able to trust. Those victimized suffer physically and psychologically.

On August 4, 2009 The National Assembly of Pakistan has passed 'The Domestic Violence (Prevention and 
Protection) Act 2009' to provide protection to women, children and families vulnerable to domestic violence. 

The law will become in effect after the senate, or upper house of parliament approves the law and President 
Asif Ali Zardari signs it into legislation which is expected soon. This is very disappointing and matter of great 
concern that general population specially women and even women organizations, human rights 
organizations at grassroots level, police, lawyers and civil society at large are unaware of the contents of this 
bill.

The aim of this publication is to enable NGOs, CBOs, WOs and other civil society groups to come up with 
concrete suggestion, recommendations and identification of flaws in the current bill and play an active role in 
collaborating with the federal and provincial governments in the formation of protection committees and 
more over play a vital role in educating their communities specially women about the law and how they can 
benefit from them. We hope that this booklet will not only contribute in bringing domestic violence into the 
domain of the justice system and will promote societal consensus against it.

I anticipate that this publication will help civil society groups to get hold of information which will help them 
shaping their future strategies regarding domestic violence which will safeguard women from intentional acts 
of gender-based, physical and psychological abuse and will also prevent cases of  “economic abuse, 
harassment, stalking, sexual abuse, verbal abuse and any other repressive behavior” committed against 
women, children or other vulnerable people. 

The Urdu translation of this bill was not available, we have done this translation in good faith, if you are able to 
find any mistakes please convey them to us so that we can make necessary changes.

Shaheen Quresh
Chairperson 
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